[A case of alcoholic cirrhosis demonstrating long-term poor-visualization of the hepatic image on 99mTc-phytate scintigraphy].
A 27-year-old female patient with alcoholic cirrhosis was reported. She was admitted to the hospital because of jaundice and ascites after heavy drinking. She had a history of drinking Japanese Sake in quantities of more than 5 go/day (900 ml/day) for 7 years. On admission, she was icteric, and had both hepatosplenomegaly and ascites. Laboratory data showed an elevation of serum transaminase and bilirubin, and a decrease in the albumin and prothrombin values. A biopsy specimen of the liver showed pericellular fibrosis, fatty change, Mallory bodies and regenerative nodules, and revealed findings compatible with alcoholic cirrhosis. A 99mTc-N-pyridoxyl-5-methyltryptophan scintigram showed hepatomegaly. On the 99mTc-phytate scintigram, the uptake of radioisotope to the liver was markedly decreased with the increased uptake to the spleen and bone marrow. Even 6 months after the onset, poor visualization of the hepatic image on 99mTc-phytate scintigram continued. This is the first report of alcoholic cirrhosis demonstrating a long-term poor visualization of the hepatic image on 99mTc-phytate scintigraphy.